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DETAILED ACTION 

This Action is in response to RCE dated 6/19/2009 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claims 1-10, 12-23, 26-30, 32-40, and 43-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable by Schofield et al (US 7,308,341), in view of Ames (US 6,735,503). 



• In regard to claims 1,12, 43, and 49 Schofield et al discloses a method, program and 
vehicle comprising: 

• Collecting, on a computer maintained within a vehicle, data from a plurality of 
systems of the vehicle (Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ), wherein the 
plurality of systems comprises: 

• A diagnostic system from providing one or more diagnostic codes; and at 
least one of a vehicle security system, an obstacle detection system, a 
vehicle media system, a vehicle environment system, or a vehicle sound 
system, wherein each vehicle system is connected to the computer by a 
respective interface. (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, line 61) 

• Generating, on the computer, an explanation of a vehicle condition 
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based on at least one said vehicle diagnostic code comprising a set of 
symbols, wherein the explanation combines data collected from the 
diagnostic system with data collected from at least one other vehicle 
system (Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ), and wherein the 
generating operation comprises retrieving both a textual explanation of the 
vehicle diagnostics code and a graphical illustration of a component 
associated with the vehicle diagnostics code which can be displayed 
within the vehicle to provide a user-friendly representation of the vehicle 
condition corresponding to the vehicle diagnostics code (Column 21 , line 
15 - Column 22, line 61). 

• Generating a browsable network document which includes the data from 
the plurality of systems of the vehicle which has been collected and the 
explanation of the vehicle condition 

• However, Schofield is silent as to the specifics of generating a browsable 
network document which includes the data from the plurality of systems of 
the vehicle which has been collected and the explanation of the vehicle 
condition and transmitting the browsable network document from the 
vehicle to a remote client where vehicle system data and the explanation 
of the vehicle condition can be browsed and a severity ranking of the 
vehicle condition. 

• Ames teaches a vehicle that generates a browsable network document 
which includes the data from the plurality of systems of the vehicle which 
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has been collected and the explanation of the vehicle condition and 
transmitting the browsable network document from the vehicle to a remote 
client where vehicle system data and the explanation of the vehicle 
condition can be browsed (col 5, line 16-51). Ames further teaches 
producing a severity ranking of the vehicle condition (col 1, line 50-65). 
Ames teaches that such steps enable diagnostic data to be consolidated 
(col 5, line 21-23). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to provide Schofield with Ames' teaches in order to consolidate 
diagnostic data, as taught by Ames. 

• In regard to claims 4 and 15, generating supplemental information related to the 
vehicle diagnostics code (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, line 61) 

• In regard to claims 5 and 16, wherein the generating supplemental information 
operation comprises retrieving an estimated price for repairing a condition related to the 
vehicle diagnostics code. (Column 21 , line 15 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claims 6 and 17, wherein the generating supplemental information 
operation comprises retrieving a location of a vehicle dealership (Column 21, line 15 - 
Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claims 7 and 18, further comprising presenting the explanation at a client 
computer. (Column 21 , line 1 5- Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claims 8 and 19, wherein the presenting operation comprises presenting 
the explanation at a local, vehicle based client. (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, line 
61) 



Application/Control Number: 10/735,382 
Art Unit: 3664 



Page 5 



• In regards to claims 9, 22, Schofield et al fails to specifically discloses presenting the 
explanation at a remote client or transmitting the diagnostic code to a remote client. 
Schofield et al, however, does discuss being able to determine service areas near 
the vehicle. (Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ) Ames, discloses, being able to 
send diagnostic data to a remote computer. Ames discusses being able to determine 
what the fault code is (Abstract), however, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Schofield et al with the 
ability to send diagnostic codes taught by Ames in order to allow remote computers, 
such as a dealership, also view what is wrong with the vehicle and make necessary 
appointments an order necessary parts. 

• In regard to claims 10 and 21 , further comprising storing an updated explanation of the 
vehicle condition in a memory. (Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claim 23, Schofield et al discloses a vehicle comprising: 

A vehicle diagnostic system; one or more other vehicle system; a host computer 
communicatively coupled to the vehicle diagnostic system and the one or more 
other systems via respective interfaces, wherein the host computer is configured 
to collected data from a plurality of the vehicle systems; and generate a 
deciphered explanation of a vehicle diagnostic code, wherein the deciphered 
explanation contains a textual explanation of the vehicle diagnostic code and a 
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graphical illustration of a component associated with the vehicle diagnostic code; 
and a local client maintained within the vehicle, wherein the local client displays 
the deciphered explanation. (Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

• However, Schofield is silent as to the specifics of generating a browsable 
network document which includes the data from the plurality of systems of 
the vehicle which has been collected and the explanation of the vehicle 
condition and transmitting the browsable network document from the 
vehicle to a remote client where vehicle system data and the explanation 
of the vehicle condition can be browsed. 

• Ames teaches a vehicle that generates a browsable network document 
which includes the data from the plurality of systems of the vehicle which 
has been collected and the explanation of the vehicle condition and 
transmitting the browsable network document from the vehicle to a remote 
client where vehicle system data and the explanation of the vehicle 
condition can be browsed (col 5, line 16-51). Ames teaches that such 
steps enable diagnostic data to be consolidated (col 5, line 21-23). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
Schofield with Ames' teaches in order to consolidate diagnostic data, as 
taught by Ames. 



• In regard to claim 26, wherein the host computer is further operable to generate 
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supplemental information related to the vehicle diagnostic code. (Column 21, line 15- 
Column 22, line 61) 

• In regard to claim 27, wherein the generating supplemental information operation 
comprises retrieving an estimated price for repairing a condition related to the vehicle 
diagnostics code. (Column 21 , line 1 5- Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claim 28, wherein the generating supplemental information operation 
comprises retrieving a location of a vehicle dealership (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, 
line 61) 

• In regard to claim 29, further comprising a display device presenting the deciphered 
explanation. (Column 21 , line 1 5- Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claim 30, further comprising an audio output device presenting an audio 
version of the deciphered explanation. (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claim 32, wherein the host computer comprises an updated repository of 
one or more deciphered explanations associated with one or more vehicle diagnostic 
codes. (Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claim 33, Schofield et al discloses a vehicle-based system comprising: 

o A diagnostics receiver module receiving a vehicle diagnostics code from a 
vehicle diagnostics system, the vehicle diagnostics code including a set of one or 
more symbols and corresponding to a vehicle condition (Column 21, line 15- 
Column 22, line 61) 

o One or more interfaces corresponding to one or more other vehicle systems 
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and configured to receive vehicle systems data from a respective vehicle system 
(Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

o Means for generating an explanation of the vehicle condition based on the 
vehicle diagnostics code, wherein the explanation combines data received from 
the vehicle diagnostics system and at least one other vehicle system, wherein 
the explanation contains a textual explanation of the vehicle condition and a 
graphical illustration of a component associated with the vehicle condition 
(Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

o Means for presenting the explanation of the vehicle condition, wherein the 
presentation means comprises a local client. (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, 
line 61) 

• However, Schofield is silent as to the specifics of generating a browsable 
network document which includes the data from the plurality of systems of 
the vehicle which has been collected and the explanation of the vehicle 
condition and transmitting the browsable network document from the 
vehicle to a remote client where vehicle system data and the explanation 
of the vehicle condition can be browsed. 

• Ames teaches a vehicle that generates a browsable network document 
which includes the data from the plurality of systems of the vehicle which 
has been collected and the explanation of the vehicle condition and 
transmitting the browsable network document from the vehicle to a remote 
client where vehicle system data and the explanation of the vehicle 
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condition can be browsed (col 5, line 16-51). Ames teaches that such 
steps enable diagnostic data to be consolidated (col 5, line 21-23). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
Schofield with Ames' teaches in order to consolidate diagnostic data, as 
taught by Ames. 

• In regard to claim 34, wherein the means for generating comprises a computer- 
readable memory storing a diagnostics information registry having a field storing 
a reference to the explanation (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, line 61) 

• In regard to claim 35, wherein the means for generating comprises a memory storing 
explanation of one or more predetermined vehicle diagnostics codes (Column 21, line 
15 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claim 36, wherein the memory stores one or more of a graphical 
explanation, a textual explanation and an audio explanation (Column 21, line 15 - 
Column 22, line 61) 

• In regard to claim 37, further comprising a network communications module 
communicating explanation over a network (Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claim 38, further comprising a media output device presenting the 
explanation (Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

• In regard to claim 39, wherein the media output device comprises audio speakers 
outputting an audio explanation. (Column 21, line 15- Column 22, line 61) 
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• In regard to claim 40, further comprising an update module updating information in the 
diagnostics information registry. (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, line 61) 

• In regard to claim 44, wherein the retrieving operation comprises accessing a memory 
location storing an updateable explanation (Column 21, line 15- Column 22, line 61) 

• In regard to claim 45, further comprising updating the explanation (Column 21, line 15- 
Column 22, line 61) 

• In regard to claim 46, further comprising presenting the explanation automatically in 
responses to receiving the vehicle diagnostics code (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, 
line 61) 

• In regard to claim 47, further comprising presenting the explanation in response to a 
request from a user (Column 21 , line 1 5 - Column 22, line 61 ) 

3. Claims 1 1 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schofield, in view of Ames, further in view of Breed (2008/0195261). 

As to claims 1 1 and 31 , Schofield discloses the claimed invention as 
shown above. However it is silent as to the specifics of the remote client being a 
repair facility. 

Breed teaches that sending diagnostic data to a repair facility is commonly 
well-known [0598]. It would have been obvious and a matter of design choice to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Schofield with Breed's teaching in order 
to transmit data to a repair facility. 
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4. Claims 41 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schofield et al. 

• In regard to claim 41 , Schofield et al discloses all of the limitations discussed in the 
diagnostics information registry (Column 21, line 15 - Column 22, line 61), however, fails 
to specifically discuss storing the severity level associated with the vehicle condition, 
however this is common in a typical vehicle diagnostic system and would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include with 
the invention of Schofield et al to allow the user to see how sever the error is that is 
received. 

• In regard to claim 42, Schofield et al fails to specifically disclose wherein the vehicle 
diagnostics code is an onboard diagnostics II code, however, this is common and well 
known in the art and further used on many vehicles today and would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use OBDII codes 
since it is what many vehicles today contain. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 4/20/2009 have been considered but are 
unpersuasive. With regards to the previous rejection of claim 20, now claim 49, current 
Examiner's unfamiliarity with previous Examiner's formatting led to an unamended 
rejection of claim 20. However, the Applicant is assured that all limitations of claim 20 
have been addressed in previous rejection. 
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With regards to a "browsable network document", Ames clearly shows a display with 
internet capabilities presenting options to a user in above cited passage of column 5, 
lines 16-36. 

With regards to new amendments of "generating vehicle diagnostics codes when 
problems occurs with an engine of the vehicle, wherein each vehicle diagnostics code 
comprises a set of cryptic symbols corresponding to a vehicle condition", Schofield 
teaches in column 24, lines 20-46 that it can display symbols {"such as by displaying a 
message or icon that conveys to the driver or informs driver"). And while it does not 
specifically mention engine problems, Schofield teaches that any sort of problem with 
the vehicle can be communicated to the driver in column 21, line 45-57. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NICHOLAS KISWANTO whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3269. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9AM - 
6PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi Tran can be reached on (571) 272-6919. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Nicholas Kiswanto 
December 9, 2008 
/KHOI TRAN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



